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Lesson guidelines



1. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Ask the class for problems which affect the world, list these on the board (disease, overpopulation, over fishing, natural disasters, what causes them?).  Of the problems listed so far, how many could we do anything about?  Put the ranges 0-25, 25-50 and 50 plus on the board.  Ask the class which age group they think makes up about half the world’s population (0-25)?  Were they right?  Why do they think this is?  Where do they think this age group of population is the highest (Developing countries)?  Why again?

2. (10 mins) 
Books open

Ask the class if they know of any of the “mass extinctions” in the world, what was the last one?  Look at Viewpoint on Page 38.  What does the quote mean?  Discuss the questions as a class.

3. (15 mins) 
Books open

Refer back to your list from 1, and now look at Word Power A on Page 38.  Which of these can you add to your list? Do we have control over all of these? (generally yes except an asteroid and volcanic activity, even fresh water can be got by de-salination).  Ask for ideas on how we can control these things.  Go over sign posting words and look at Language Bank 8 for examples.  Ask students to complete exercise 1 on Page 101 as practice.  Now ask students to discuss in groups how we might control these threats using the words and phrases from Language Bank 8.  How might solving one problem lead to an increase in another (solve fresh water, increase population for example).   

4. (10 mins) 
Books open

Take the questions in C from Word Power on Page 38 and discuss as a class.  Are governments doing enough? Do global conferences help or hinder the progress?  Should richer countries “fund” poorer countries in their efforts?  Could funding be better spent on solving other problems?

5. (15 mins) 
Books closed

Ask students to spend 10 minutes working in two groups – split them by who prefers winter to summer. They then decide how their country would change if the temperatures were 15 degrees hotter or 15 degrees colder.  Each group lists 5 main things.  Each group then tells the others what they think the changes would be and how these would affect the population and life as it is now.  Allow a debate to form.

6. (10 mins) 
Books open

Spend 10 minutes discussing the points in 3 – Speak Your Mind on Page 38 as a class.  Do they know much about these subjects?

BREAK

7. (20 mins) 
Books open

Ask students to read the first article on Page 39 - read again to check that meanings of words are known and also refer to the Glossary (p. 123).  Answer the questions in A of Reading on Page 38.  Read the second article and answer the questions in B. What do people use viruses for (chemical warfare)?
8. (20 mins) 
Books open

Take the Teamwork scenario on Page 116.  First briefly discuss the implications of this happening, then split the class into 3 or 4 groups to prepare points of action to present to the others.  They will be assessed on originality, practicality and cost. Allow 10-12 minutes to prepare this and then each team talks to the class about ideas.  The class votes on the best talk.
9.  (25 mins) 
Books open

Before starting the listening, ask students to look at the photos on Page 40.  What do they show?  There is some quite difficult vocabulary in this one – it’s advisable to listen and choose which words you think you will need to pre-teach e.g. “debunk, concede etc.”.  Answer the questions in A of the Listening -  question 3 should provoke some discussion.  Play the audio clip and check any unfamiliar words, then ask students to complete B.  Tell students they are now to think of arguments Bjorn Lomborg might use against Klaus Heinberg.  Play again before they do this.  What arguments did they come up with, plausible or not?  Discuss D as a class.

10. (5 mins) 
Books open

Go through the Idioms on Page 101 completing each one and asking students to guess at meanings and give other examples of where these can be used.

BREAK

11. (20 mins) 
Books open

Ask the class what they know about fish and fish stocks?  Who dives/snorkles?  Who has visited the Red Sea/Barrier Reef, Mauritius?  Is it important to preserve the oceans and their environments?  Put the class into two groups (splitting by who likes fish, Group A, and who does not, Group B, as far as possible).  Look at 6 – Controversy on Page 40.  Each side will spend about 10 minutes preparing their arguments for a radio style debate.  Explain how this will work - each group will present to you and the others as if making their points on radio.  Once each has presented nominate a student to lead and throw in controversial questions to the groups.

12. (10 mins) 
Books closed

Brainstorm with the class names of films that have a theme of the world ending (Deep Impact, Armageddon, Independence Day, The Day After Tomorrow, 2012).  Ask them to give a quick summary of the plots of any they think of.  Is this Science Fiction/Fantasy or could any of it easily happen?

13. (10 mins) 
Books open

In any remaining time, discuss points A to C in 9 – Further Discussion on Page 41.  Is technology adding to or helping with problems?  Do they feel that whatever is going to happen is going to happen anyway to the world?  Also take the points in 10 – Your Answer and discuss these.
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